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Chief justice resigns post

TODAY

HIGH 74°

Cassidy Evans plans to ﬁnish
year, requests replacement

TONIGHT

Courtesy of Chris Tucker

LOW 50°

Josh Dawsey

Students worship at an RUF
conference held last fall.
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TOMORROW
HIGH 73°

Inside
SPORTS

Senior Andrew Crisp
has been a leader and
inspiration to his team
throughout the baseball
season.

See page 9

THE MIX

Constitutional Council Chief Justice
Cassidy Evans resig ned her post
around midnight Sunday in an e-mail
to Student Body President Meredith
Ross.
Evans will graduate in May, and
she’ll be attending graduate school to
get her masters in confl ict resolution
before attending law school.
“It’s more of a retirement,” Evans
said.
In her e-mail, Evans wrote, “I will of
course serve until either I am replaced
or I graduate, whichever comes fi rst.
As I know you are aware, this will
leave t he Const it ut ional Council
with only two acting justices, which
is not a work ing number for t he
Constitutional Council to be able to
properly function.”
Ross said since the senate will have
to confirm any nominee she appoints,
Evans will serve until she graduates.
In the fall, Ross said she hopes to
get a nominee appointed “as soon as
possible.”
Evans’ retirement leaves only two
justices on the Constitutional Council,
which will leave the body inactive until
another appointee is confirmed.
Over her tenure on the
Constitutional Council, Evans said
she’s proud of t he organizat ion’s
positive steps.
“I had the opportunity to change
t he Const it ut ional Cou ncil i nto
something that meant nothing on
campus to having some high-profile
cases,” Evans said.
Evans noted the high-profile Alesha
Brown case in 2007, as well as the

Group aims
to serve God,
community
RUF tries to meet
‘spiritual need’ on campus
through Bible studies
Chris Tucker
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Cassidy Evans resigned as chief justice Sunday to SG President Meredith Ross.
Constitutional challenge cases filed by
Kyle Mallinak and Frank Avery during
this year’s election cycle.
“There is accountabilit y within
St udent Government, and we are
serious about it,” Evans said. “A s
students, we should be in charge of
ourselves in that way. We shouldn’t
turn to the administration to solve our
problems.”
Ross said SG will miss Evans.
“She has served diligently and done
her job as well as anyone could expect
anyone to,” Ross said. “It’s not an easy
job. It requires a great deal of maturity
and discernment.”
In her final request, Evans asked
Ross to appoint Ben Ortiz-Colon to
the position of chief justice. OrtizColon currently serves as an associate
justice on the council.
“He is the second longest serving

member i n t he h istor y of t he
Council and has been paramount
to its procedural formation,” Evans
wrote. “This gives him the exclusive
knowledge and ability in running the
Constitutional Council. Additionally,
he is extremely well-suited for the
posit ion based on his composure
during hearings and his analytical
and thorough approach to applying
the Constitution and Codes to the
questions presented to the Council for
consideration.”
Ross said she’ll consider OrtizColon if he submits an application for
the position.
“I’ll consider an application I receive
from anyone,” Ross said.
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocknews@sc.edu

Students raise money for Invisible Children
Singer-songwriter Matt
Duke woos listeners
with relaxed tunes and
thoughtful lyrics.

See page 6

SAFARI plans ‘sleep out’
at State House to educate
about LRA atrocities
Kara Apel
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Columnist
Dan Solley
thinks
today’s
piracies
don’t fill
the shoes,
or pegged
legs, of the
pirates of
the past.
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political
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student
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At a glance, James Menezes
and Chris McLaughlin seem
like typical college students,
but what separates them from
the majority is their activism
in assist ing t he bleeding
continent of Africa.
Menezes and McLaughlin
are t wo of seven USC
students who have decided to
fight for Africa’s afflicted and
have formed the organization
Student Advocates for Africa’s
R e g i o n a l I m p r o v e m e nt
(SA FA R I ) t h is semester.
The group’s mission is to
focus on a different charity
ever y semester a nd t hey
have decided to spotlight
the organization Invisible
Children.
SAFARI will host its fi rst
fundraising event, a “sleep
out” outside of t he State
House, on Friday night. The
night will feature a Battle of
the Bands and encourages
participants to sleep outside
t he ent ire night to raise
awareness about Uganda’s
d i re sit uat ion to st ate
legislators and raise money
and awareness for Invisible
Children. Though the event
is free, donations will be
accepted t hroughout t he
night.
“It’s easy to take our lifestyle
for granted,” said Menezes, a
third-year marketing student.
“Everyone is called to serve
others. We need to get the
student body involved.”
I nv isible Children was
founded by three college
st udent s who decided to
travel to the African nation
of Uga nda i n 20 03 on a
whim and discovered more
than what they bargained

for: thousands of children
commuting during the night
to avoid being kidnapped
as child soldiers for a rebel
group known as the Lord’s
Resistance Army.
The trio made a
documentary about it, and
since its release it has been
spreading awareness of the
at roc it ie s i n Ug a nda by
organizing national events to
unite Americans of all ages in
the cause against the Lord’s
Resistance Army’s Leader
Joseph Kony.
McLaughlin, a first-year
religious studies student, said
the documentary tugged at
his heartstrings when he first
saw it.
“ It m ade me feel l i ke
I don’t do crap for Africa,”
McLaughlin said. “I realized
I didn’t do anything.”
M e n e z e s , S A FA R I ’s
president, said the idea to form
SAFARI and to fundraise for
Invisible Children came to
the group easily after viewing
the documentary.
“It was more I nv isible
Children affecting us than us
looking for a cause,” Menezes
said.
Invisible Children’s most
s u c c e s s f u l a nd p o p u l a r
i n it iat ive is it s br acelet
c a m p a i g n . T h e p r o f it s
from the bracelets pay the
Ugandans for making the
bracelets and go to improving
schools in the impoverished
nation.
SAFARI will be on hand
to sell Invisible Children
merchandise during Friday’s
event and has also made its
own T-shirt, which will be
on sale.
Though the night
commutes have somewhat
ceased in Uganda and peace
talks, though canceled at
the last minute, were almost
held, the LRA has spread to
the Democratic Republic of
Congo and Sudan. Over the
past 20 years, Kony and the
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SAFARI has a fundraiser on Friday for Invisible Children.
LRA have killed thousands,
displaced millions and on
Ch r ist mas Day i n 20 08,
killed 400 in the Democratic
Republic of Congo. Since
December’s at t ack s, t he
International Criminal Court
has indicted Kony on war
crimes and is actively seeking
his arrest.
Menezes and McLaughlin
b ot h s a id t he y d o n’t
u nderstand why ot her
students are apathetic about
Uganda’s situation.
“Humanity isn’t something
that’s regional,” McLaughlin
said. “There’s no reason for
us to not be meeting their
needs.”
T he g roup at t e mpt e d
to host a screen i ng i n
conjunction with the Invisible
Children roadies, a group of
activists that travel around
the nation to raise awareness
and sell merchandise, earlier
this month, but the roadies’
bus broke down in Clemson.
Despite the disappointment,
more than 50 students showed
up to the screening of Invisible
Children’s latest video about

its newest initiative — The
Rescue. The Rescue will unite
America on Saturday to rally
against Kony and demand
his release of the abducted
children by sleeping outside
in 100 different major cities.
The closest Rescue event
to USC is in Charleston
and SAFARI has organized
a group to attend. Anyone
interested can sign up online
at www.invisiblechildren.com
or contact SAFARI via its
Facebook group.
Me ne z e s s t r e s s e d t he
importance of attending both
of these events.
“They’re in one of the most
desperate situations in the
world,” Menezes said.
Through all of SAFARI’s
events, it hopes to educate the
greater Columbia area about
the atrocities of the LRA and
to instill in them the desire to
do something about it.
“We hope to impassion
them,” McLaughlin said.
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocknews@sc.edu
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A g roup of Ch r ist ia n
students at USC strive to
pu r s ue a nd ser ve C h r ist
t hrough t he Reformed
University Fellowship (RUF),
an organization which has
now spread to more than 100
college campuses nationwide,
according to ruf.org.
The ministry was created in
the late 1970s by Presbyterian
ministers in the southeastern
U.S. RUF is a campus ministry
that hopes to bring together
college kids in their faith.
“RUF is all about Jesus,”
said Nick Farkas, a fi rst-year
business student. “It is about
getting the good news out to
people, and letting it work in
their lives.”
Farkas, who first learned
of RUF at a summer retreat,
said he has found comfort and
trust in those he has met since
attending the ministry.
Brian Mesimer, a secondyear philosophy student, said
he too has found comfort in
the spiritual formation and
opportunities offered through
the organization. Some of
these opportunities include
a large group Bible st udy
meeting once a week, several
smaller weekly group Bible
studies, mission trips and
conferences.
“There is a general spiritual
need on campus that can be
met through these activities,”
said Mesimer, who also leads a
weekly Bible study.
“Large group usually has a
pretty steady 30 to 50 people
every week, and attendance
has stayed pretty consistent
with some people coming and
going,” Joseph Scola, a secondyear sport and entertainment
management student, said.
B u t RU F i s n o t o n l y
about attending meet ings
a nd s t ud y i n g s c r ip t u r e .
The campus ministr y
provides a whole other layer
of opportunities to get its
members involved.
“ We h a ve a l l s or t s of
i nt ramu ral spor t s teams,
movie nights, game nights,
weekly restaurant visits and
such,” said Andrew Barber, a
second-year English student.
T h is aspec t of RU F is
primarily where the lessons
and teachings are applied into
its family of believers.
“It has given me a social
group, a place to serve the
community,” Barber said.
The teachings and
fellowship from RUF have led
college students to peace and
contentment by focusing on
God alone, Barber said.
“I think what distinguishes
RUF from other ministries
is the level and qualit y of
teachings and the depth of
scripture discussion,” said
Scola, who has also attended
CRU and Young Life.
RUF meets for its weekly
Bible study Tuesday at 8 p.m.
in the Sloan auditorium.
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocknews@sc.edu
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• Senior Week cont inues
today. Show your Senior
Benef its Card today to
get free chips and a drink
with the purchase of a sub
at Firehouse. Get your
card today outside the BA
between 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.
Contact Jason Holic at
holic@carolinaalumni.org
• The Honor Flight Festival
and 5k Run/Walk will be
April 25 at 701 Whaley St.
The Run/Walk beings at
9 a.m., registration begins
at 8:30 a.m. The race is
$10 for students, $15 in
advance for anyone else.
All proceeds will be given
to the Honor Flight SC
p r o g r a m , i n hop e s t o
send approximately 100
W W I I vetera ns to see
their national monument
in Washington D.C. For
more information, visit
www.HonorFlightSC.com
• The 10th annual Radiothon
to raise money for the SC
Leukemia and Lymphoma
Society is April 23 at Stivers
Automotive on Greystone
Blvd from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.
There will be free food
from Sonic and T-shirts
for all volunteers who are
willing to stay at least an
hour. Volunteers are needed
to help collect money from
donors. This year, they’re
trying to raise $100,000.
For more information, call
Keven Cohen at (803) 3431054.
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Susa n Ha nna, a Colu mbia
native, is a Boa rd of Trustees
me mber.
Q: How long have you worked at the
university?
A: I’ve worked here for 28 years.
Q: What piece of technology could you
not be without?
A: Definitely the computer.
Q: What’s your favorite part about
working at USC?
A: Probably just the family seal of
everybody interacting like everybody is a
family.
Q: What do you most enjoy about
living here?
A: I’d have to say the convenience.
— Compiled by News Editor Liz Segrist
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Carolina Productions hosted Taikoza, a Japanese music and dance group who
performed Wednesday, on the RH Patio. Performers here are beating the Taiko drum.

Local

National

World

A local chapter of t he
South Carolina Republican
Party has sued the state in
an effort to require voters
to choose a political party
when t hey reg ister, a nd
vote only in that part y’s
primary.
Greenville County GOP
Chairman Samuel Harms
sa id Monday he doesn’t
want any Democrats voting
in Republican primaries.
“The Republican Party
has the absolute right to
limit primary elections to
just Republicans,” he said.

MORGANTOWN, W.Va.
— Two FBI workers are
accused of using surveillance
equipment to spy on teenage
g i rl s a s t he y u nd re s s e d
and tried on prom gowns
at a charity event at a West
Virginia mall.
The FBI employees
have been cha rged w it h
conspiracy and committing
criminal invasion of privacy.
They positioned a camera on
temporary changing rooms
and zoomed in for at least
90 minutes on girls dressing,
Marion County Prosecutor
Pat Wilson said Monday.

GENE VA — Dozens of
Western diplomats walked out
of a U.N. conference and a pair
of rainbow-wigged protesters
threw clown noses at Iran’s
president Monday when the
hard-line leader called Israel
the “most cruel and repressive
racist regime.”
The United States decried
the remarks by Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad as hateful —
reinjecting tension into a
relationship that had been
wa r m i ng w it h Pre sident
Barack Obama.
— The Associated Press
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To be or
not to be ...
anything

EDITORIAL BOARD
Editor

BRAD MAXWELL
Managing Editor

AMANDA DAVIS

Life does not fall into
your lap; action needed
for true success
Very near and dear to my
experience here is the amount
of time it has taken. I am 24
years old. This is my twelfth
exam week. Why? Well, there
are many reasons. If you think
I failed too many classes, you
are right. True to life, though,
there are other factors. I pay
out of pocket, for one thing.
If you could only afford three
courses in t wo semesters,
would you still do it, or cut
your losses and move on to
the workforce? Only five more
classes left and
no way to pay
for them.
None of this
has any thing
to do with you
unless you have
ever been in a
TRAVIS MAY
situation where
Sixth-year
you wanted to
English
accomplish
student
something but
had t rouble
f inding t he
means to do so. Do you want
to change the perceptions of
Greek students? Forget it.
Maybe you would like to take
a stand against government
spending. Take a nap instead.
Oh, would you prefer to see
global nuclear disarmament?
People have been barking up
that tree for 70 years, so get a
life. It would be a better idea
if you stopped believing in
things and actually listened to
people when they tell you how
ridiculous your goals are.
My troubles academically
a re si m i la r to t ho se we
experience nationally. Did I
attend every class meeting
this semester? No. Do you
know the voting record of
your local, state and national
representatives? Probably
not. For every paper I waited
until the last minute to finish,
there is a bill in Congress that
no one will read. That equals
a lot of poorly written papers
and questionable stimulus
packages.
A llow me to of fer t wo
pieces of advice. First, do
not be an idiot. Being dumb,
stupid even, is fine. That just
means you are out of the loop.
Being an idiot is avoiding
participation. You can sit
there like a lump and still be
successful, but the benefits
are fewer. Second, show some
passion. Investing yourself in
something makes you that
much more likely to follow
through. Whether the topic
is Shakespeare or the stock
market, we owe it to ourselves
to know as much about what
goes on in the world around
us as we can. I want to live in
a world full of street musicians
and poets, not accountants
without hobbies.
We n e e d t o a s k o u r
professors about their work.
We need to support our fellow
students when they try to
start a movement. We need to
stand up for the little people,
help the homeless and stick
it to the man. We need to
recognize that life starts now
and not when we graduate.
Truthfully, I am not so
proficient in those areas so
it has been a slow crawl to
t he f inish. Maybe t hings
will get better. Then again,
maybe I am being too fair
or uninteresting. You can
respond or not, but I have no
plans to sit and wait on what
dreams may come. I want to
live.
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IN OUR OPINION

UNLEASHING THE DANIMAL
Some pointers for prudent piracy
Parrots, peg legs
necessary for rogue
revival to take place
If you have been
keeping up with the news
lately, t hen you k now
piracy has returned to the
open seas.
Many may view this as a
complete travesty that has
the potential to crumble
nat ional econom ies
a nd put in nocent lives
i n i m m i n e n t d a n g e r.
Howe ver,
if exec uted
c o r r e c t l y,
t h is cou ld
ver y well
be the most
badass thing
to have
DAN SOLLEY happened on
Third-year
t he globa l
political
stage since,
science
well, piracy.
student
I mean, be
honest with
yourself — haven’t you
always secretly dreamed of
trading in your mundane
life here on land for a pair
of sea legs? I know I have.
The only problem is that
if you were to join this
new leag ue of pi rates,
t hen cha nces a re you r
life will fatally end with
a precise shot from a U.S.
Navy SEAL sniper. These
neo-pirates are partaking

in actions that have been
giving pirates such a bad
name for centuries. Not
all pirates are into that
t y p e of b eh av ior — I
mean, these guys had AK47s. Last time I checked,
pirates accomplished their
plundering with swords
and the occasional oneshot fl intlock pistol — not
f ully automat ic assault
rifles.
If I were to guess, I’d
bet these guys had both of
their legs as well. I thought
it was a requirement to
have at least one peg leg?
A nd, wh ile I’m on t he
topic of lost body parts —
did anyone get a glance at
whether these guys had
an eye patch on? I’m sure
t hat instead t hey were
sporting the hottest Marc
Jacobs shades.
That alone is enough
rea son to b e a sh a med
to even call these g uys
p i r a t e s . T h e y a r e n ’t
pirates; they’re just thugs
on a boat.
If we want a successful
ret u r n to pi rac y, t hen
we must come together
as a society and see that
it is done responsibly.
T here shou ld be a set
of g uidelines t hat have
to be followed in order
to b e recog n i z ed a s a
pirate. Firstly, all ships
must be made completely
of wood a nd be w i nd-

powered. None of t h is
fa nc y sch ma nc y d iesel
engine nonsense. A lso,
all potential pirates must
i nvest i n one shou lder
parrot. No pirate costume
is complete w it hout a
festively colored tropical
sidek ick posted up on
your right shoulder. Each
person applying to be a
pirate on the open seas
must saw off at least one
leg and gouge out one of
their eyeballs. It is not
important whether it be
the left or right eyeball
– whichever you prefer.
Showers are not optional,
they are strictly prohibited
and therefore, applicants
shou ld ref rai n f rom
showering immediately.
I believe this is a great
st a r t to t he “Un ifor m
Code of Pirate Guidelines
a nd Behav iors,” but it
needs a lot of work and
input from people around
the world.
If you are as excited as
I am about the possibility
of re s p on sible pi r ac y,
then I suggest you hop on
the bandwagon and let’s
get started. Before you
know it, the insignia of
the skull and crossbones
will once again be flying
proudly above hundreds
of ships around the world.
See you out there — Aye,
Matey.

Keeping the faith in social settings
Normally taboo religious
discussion in Five Points
proves tolerance exists
“W hat religion d you
practice?”
An odd enough question
to ask nowadays, but even
more so when delivered in
a busy bar
by an almost
complete
stranger.
M
y
Saturday
night was
t y p ic a l f o r
MANDI
a college
SORDELET
student,
Third-year
perusing
public
the local
relations
drinking
student
holes and
chatt ing up
st rangers while wait ing
for a drink from a harriedlook ing bartender. The
conversat ions were t he
usual basic question-andanswer sessions that one
might have with a person
they never plan on talking
to again. Then I dropped
a bomb on all innocent bar
talk.
T h e d i s c u s s io n t h at
initiated this question was
innocent enough — t he
person sitting next to me
asked if t h is par t ic u lar
t aver n had a menu. I

nodded and proceeded to
rave about t he amazing
burgers and chicken tenders
they served, as if they were
that much more divine over
ever y ot her generic bar
food. The stranger laughed
then expressed their relief
at finally being able to eat
meat at midnight and they
were waiting for that exact
moment to order t hei r
first slab of cow since the
beginning of Lent.
That’s when I uttered the
forbidden ‘R’ word.
I wanted to bludgeon
myself for the social faux
pas of bringing up religion
— every dating show, advice
column and etiquette book
warns against broaching
major fire triggers (politics
and religion) during the first
conversation with someone
you don’t know. Yet there I
was, blurting it out within
the first couple of sentences
I shared with this stranger.
It’s no secret that religion
h a s b e c o me s o me w h at
taboo during these modern
times, and bringing it up is
bound to spark controversy.
I prefer regarding religious
conversations as an ability to
learn more about the other
person, but I think there
is a very small percentage
of people who share that
sentiment. Usually, talking
about religion is a chance
for the other party to prove

how wrong you are.
But t he t r ut h wa s , I
was curious — I grew up
as a devout Catholic, and
Roman Catholicism is kind
of my forte. When I heard
someone using the word
Lent without referring to
annoying clothing fluff, I
wanted to delve further;
especially since my Lent
ended the weekend before
and I too gave up meat for
those fateful forty days.
T h e d i s c u s s io n t h at
ensued lasted for nearly
an hour before I had to
reg ret f u l ly pu l l my self
away to meet up with some
friends. It wasn’t awkward
like I expected and we both
learned a lot about each
ot her’s religion (he was
Greek Orthodox, by the
way).
Leaving that conversation
made me reminisce
about my last “religious
encou nters” i n a social
atmosphere — normally
they’re the exact opposite,
end i ng w it h someone
at tack ing my beliefs or
trying to correct them.
My encou nter last
Saturday gave me hope. If
I can have an intellectual
and nonpartisan discussion
regarding such a sensitive
subject while munching on
chicken tenders at a bar in
Five Points, then maybe
tolerance isn’t dead yet.

Punishment needed in
torture memo scandal
Normally a couple of faxes don’t cause a lot of ruckus —
unless they are to the CIA.
President Obama met with about 50 CIA employees Monday
to discuss his reasoning for releasing four Justice Department
memos that granted the spy agency the permission to engage in
questionable interrogation techniques, including waterboarding.
At the meeting, he assured that
no one who engaged in the
techniques would be prosecuted
for their actions.
To most of those outside of
Fox News’ viewership, this may
seem like a good move for all
parties involved — after all, it is
a public admission of what most
already knew and it fits nicely
into the president’s policy of openness. Even better, it only
amounts to a slap on the wrist for the CIA.
To us, however, it looks like Obama is stepping sideways —
especially when you look at the extent to which these “advanced
interrogation techniques” were used. Two top al-Qaida members
imprisoned at Guantanamo Bay were waterboarded a combined
266 times — one 183 times in one month. If an organization
is waterboarding someone more than six times a day, it merits
punishment, plain and simple.
Whether or not you believe the practice of waterboarding is
torture is immaterial. Doing something that inhumane to any
one, terrorist or not, is appalling and unacceptable. And if the
soldiers responsible for the atrocities at Abu Ghraib deserved
punishment, the people who ordered and carried out these
measures should be as well.
This move, intended to improve world image, in fact does
little for it. Putting out some paper doesn’t do a lot. Taking the
right action with it — that may be a better move.

Doing something
inhumane to any one,
terrorist or not, is
appalling

CORRECTIONS
If you see an error in today’s paper, we want to know about
it. E-mail us at sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu.

ITʼS YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily
G a me co c k ’s V ie w p oi nt s page
is to stimulate discussion in the
Un iver sit y of Sout h Ca rol i na
community. All published authors
are expected to provide logical
arguments to back their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages
readers to voice opinions and offers
three methods of expression: letters
to the editor, guest columns and
feedback on dailygamecock.com.
L et ter s a nd g ue st colu m n s
should be submitted via e-mail to
gamecockeditor@sc.edu. Letters
must be 200 to 300 words in length
and include the author’s name, year

in school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders
a nd USC f ac u lt y memb er s to
submit guest columns. Columnists
should keep submissions to about
500 words in length and include
the author’s name and position.
Guest columns are limited to three
per author per semester.
The editor reserves the right to
edit and condense submissions for
length and clarity, or not publish
at all.
A ll subm issions become t he
property of The Daily Gamecock
and must conform to t he legal
standards of USC Student Media.
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Obama defends memo release to CIA employees
Newly published documents
reveal US torture tactics,
spark controversy
Pamela Hess
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON —
Days af ter releasing
top -sec ret memos t hat
d e t a i l e d t h e C I A’s u s e
o f s i m u l at e d d r o w n i n g
while interrogating
terror suspects, President
B a r a c k O b a m a w e nt t o
the spy agency’s Virginia
headquarters on Monday
to defend his decision and
bolster t he morale of it s
employees.
“I acted primarily
because of the exceptional
circumstances that
surrounded these memos,
particularly the fact that so
much of t he informat ion
was public,” Obama said.
Last week, Obama’s Justice
Depa r t ment publ ished
prev iously classif ied
memos t hat descr ibed
the Bush administration’s
legal justification for CIA
interrogat ion techniques
t hat i ncluded met hods
cr it icized as tor t u re.
Republica n law makers
a n d f o r m e r C I A c h ie f s
have criticized the release
of the memos, contending
that revealing the limits of
interrogat ion techniques
will hamper the effectiveness

of interrogators.
The memos detailed the
use of waterboarding — a
form of simulated drowning
that Attorney General Eric
Holder has denounced as
torture — as well as sleep
deprivation, isolation and
physical violence.
According to the
declassif ied memos,
waterboarding was used on
alleged 9/11 mastermind
K halid Sheik Muhammed
183 times in March 2003.
Suspected al-Qaida logistics
ch ief Abu Zubaydah was
subjected to the treatment
83 times in August 2002.
Obama said Monday that a
court case was going to force
the memos to be released
and that much of what they
contained had already been
compromised through leaks
to news media.
The president urged the
hundreds of CIA employees
who gathered in a secure
auditorium to ignore t he
recent controversy.
“Don’t be discouraged by
what’s happened the last few
weeks,” he said.
A round of cheers erupted
when CI A Director Leon
Panetta introduced Obama,
who quickly reassured them
that they had his backing.
“I know the last few days
have been difficult,” he said.
“You need to know you’ve
got my full support.”
But Oba ma also heard
a reminder of the intense

cr it icism h is decision
sparked from many in the
i ntel l igence com mu n it y.
Four former CIA directors
and several senior agency
officials opposed the release
of the memos.
“You don’t get credit when
things go good, but you sure
get some blame when things
don’t,” Obama said. Pausing
when he heard an “amen”
from someone in the crowd,
Oba ma added, “I got a n
amen corner out there.”
He said he understands
that intelligence officials
somet imes feel as if t hey
are operating with one hand
tied behind their backs.
But Oba ma sa id t hat
upholding American values
and ideals in the face of those
enemies is “what makes the
United States special and
what makes you special.”
O b a m a m e t p r i v at e l y
with Panetta and about 50
CI A employees, f ielding
questions about his decision
to release the memos and
on ot her topics. Pa net ta
had agreed to releasing the
memos, but he also pressed
for heavier censorship. The
memos were only light ly
redacted when t hey were
released last Thursday.
Obama has vowed
not to seek prosec ut ion
of CI A agents and
i nt er r og at or s w ho t o ok

FAMOUS
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part in waterboarding and
other harsh interrogation
tactics. His chief of staff,
Rahm Emanuel, said this
weekend t hat t he Obama
adminst rat ion also won’t
seek prosecut ion for t he
Bush administration lawyers
who w rote t he memos
approving the tactics.
S e p a r a t e l y, S e n a t e
I ntel l igence Com m it tee
C h a i r m a n S e n . D i a n ne
Fei n stei n sent Oba m a a
letter Monday asking him
to wit hhold judgment on
potential prosecutions until
the committee completes its
investigation of the CIA’s
detention and interrogation
program. The committee is
looking into the treatment
of eac h of t he C I A’s 14
“high-value detainees,” a list
that includes Zubaydah and
Khalid Sheik Muhammed.

Gerald Herbert / The Associated Press

Obama promises not to prosecute employees at the
Central Intelligence Agency in Langley, Va. Monday.

“A cult is a religion with no political power.”
— Tom Wolfe
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Matt Duke releases soulful sounds
Debut album has deep, pensive lyrics;
rhythmic melodies keep songs lighthearted
Haley Dreis

STAFF WRITER

“Kingdom Underground”
★ ★ ★ ★ out of ✩✩✩✩✩

Singer-songwriter Matt Duke didn’t want radio-trite
love songs on his album. His debut release, “Kingdom
Underground,” instead explores ideas of spiritual unrest
and philosophical subject matter, inherent in his Irish
Catholic background.
Duke’s lyrics don’t exactly roll off your tongue. With
phrases like “malintent wit h ignorance” and “he is
seething in spite,” Duke certainly upholds lyrical prowess
above other elements. But his catchy tunes counterbalance
the heavier lyrics for a more approachable listen.
H is song w rit ing and vocal st yles resemble Mat t
Nathanson and a toned-down Jason Mraz . Like his
counterparts, he’s got the rhythmic acoustic guitar and
gentle vocals going on. He appeals to female audiences
with his wooing voice and grandeur romanticism in
sugary lyrics such as “kiss me honey sweetly with our eyes
closed.” His shaggy brown hair and puppy dog eyes on
the CD cover can’t hide his sensitive side.
“Rabbit” strips his songwriting down to the core. Its
smooth melody and gentle simplicity reveal his more
organic nature and indie roots. The combination of calm

Summer Project:
Introduction to building
your own computer
Need a new computer but tight on
money? Want to push your limits
a bit and learn something new?
W hy not try to build your own
computer? Believe it
or not it really isn’t
that difficult. I built
my f i rst computer
two years ago without
much k nowledge
at all. Granted, it’s
not a t a sk for t he
JOSH CALL
faint of heart but if
Third-year
you’re willing to go
interdisciplinary
out on a l i mb a nd
studies
have some good ol’
student
fashion geek y f un,
here’s a beginner’s
i nt roduc t ion to bu i ld i ng a
computer. For the rest of you, it
may just be nice to be able to see
what is inside your computer.

Preparation:

Before you start buy ing
anything, set a budget. How much
can you spend? Can you reuse an
old monitor, keyboard and mouse?
Do you want a nice case with some
flashy stuff (after all if you’re going
to be geeky, might as well go all
out)? Honestly, you should be able
to build a decent basic computer
for about $300 (you’ll pay Dell
$200 more for them to build it and
it isn’t as much fun). If you’ve got
the money, though, I’d recommend

acoustic guitar, a floating piano part and light brushed
drums reveal his authentic talents — a perfect song for a
relaxing drive.
Duke has an innate ability to take the smaller things
in life and draw greater thematic conclusions. “Sex and
Reruns” has a musical pop feel, certainly making the song
one of his more popular tracks. But within his lyrics are
buried sarcasm and truth. He discusses the ways in which
we use superficial distractions, like the Tnternet and T.V.,
to “block out all your demons.”
“The Father, The Son, A nd The Harlot’s Ghost”
reveals Duke’s commentary on the nature of religion. The
seemingly upbeat tempo and happy melody conversely
reflect the pensive lyrics.
Like a religious-based Romeo and Juliet confl ict, Duke
struggles with being religiously divided and wishes to
live in a place “far away from church and state ... just you
and me.” Constantly feeling like he and a lover “need to
watch our backs,” they conclude that it’s worth leaving
the ignorance and malice behind.
A majorit y of the album is upbeat, like “I’ve Got
Atrophy On The Brain,” “Rose” and “Walk It Off.” And
many of the tracks reveal a hint of jazz influence.
While he’s set himself apart from other pop musicians,
he has room to grow in expanding and settling his
personal sound, although he is very close in achieving
it. He has lots of potential in grounding and sounding
the true reign of his talents. But his lyrical strengths are
admirable and it is his catchy tunes that lure you in.
Courtesy of mattduke.com

setting a budget of $600.
Now, you can’t go into this cold.
For ums and online g uides are
your friends. This will provide a
start, and they will provide you
tech support if you run into any
problems. PC Mech has a great,
det a iled g u ide, a nd a ny qu ick
search will yield you hundreds of
results.
Once you’re ready, you need
a good Web site from which to
buy all of your stuff. I recommend
Newegg.com, but TigerDirect.
com isn’t bad either. Newegg has
ever y t hing you need to buy, a
helpf ul user review system and
a g reat for u m if you have any
questions.
A lso, you need a clean
workstation where you can make
sure you are static-free. The only
really big risk in building your own
computer is frying the processor.
You do that and you’re out the price
— warranty doesn’t cover it. So
make sure you are in a place where
you can be grounded and buy a $3
static wrist strap and static-free
mat.

Parts:

Matt Duke avoids cliche love songs with his strong lyrics.

Comments on this story? E-mail gamecockfeatures@sc.edu

Believe it or not, building a
computer is really nothing more
than an advanced plug and play.
Here are the essential parts, their
price ranges and the percentage I’d
recommend you plan on allocating
for them (photos of the parts for
my computer, courtesy of Newegg
and Xoxide.com):
Computer Case — $20-150. The
case doesn’t provide anything more

than a cool factor, but as the house
of your new creation, you may want
to buy something neat. I wouldn’t
recommend spending more than
$60 though. For some good cases
check out xoxide.com.
Mot herboard — Th is is t he
core of t he computer a nd t he
main reason building your own
computer is so excellent. Dell or
HP will just put a cheap one in
but you can get a good one. Make
sure you check your reviews on
these and I’d recommend reading
an extensive guide on them online
before selecting. The price range
is $40-300. Don’t go to cheap —
allocate at least 25 percent of your
budget for the motherboard.

Important note:

The motherboard you choose
w ill determ ine t he rest of t he
components you get, specifically
what type of RAM and processor
you buy. This is the only really
big difficulty in buying the parts.
C he c k t he s p e c i f ic at io n s o n
your motherboard for the t ype
of processors and RA M that are
compatible.
Processor — This is the thing
that does all the work. The key
number here is the GHz, generally
t he h i g he r t he b e t t e r. M a k e
sure you get at least a dual-core
processor, quad-core if you’ve got
the money. This will be another
25 percent of your budget. Price
range: $60-300.
RAM (Memory) — This is the
memory that the computer runs the
programs on while the computer is
up. Generally, you want around
4GB of R A M, 8GB if you can
afford it, but there are different
standards and speeds. Read up on
a guide before you buy and make
sure it’s compat ible w it h your
motherboard. Price range: $40200. Allocate around 10 percent of

Josh Call / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Josh Call’s homemade computer was a fun, money-saving experiment.
your budget.
Hard drive — This is where you
store all your music, videos and
programs. If you don’t need much
then don’t spend much, but you
can still get 400GB for only $50,
which will store a ton of stuff. Also,
stay away from the new Solid State
Disks unless you want to go really
high-end — they’re still rather
expensive. Price range: $30-100.
Set aside another 10 percent of
your budget.
Video Card — Even if you aren’t
going to play games a decent video
card w il l real ly en ha nce you r
computer and will help out a lot
with videos. However, if you aren’t

going to play any games t hink
about $30-50 (5 percent of your
budget) but if you’re a gamer, plan
on hitting over a hundred dollars
(15-20 percent of your budget).
Power Supply — This is t he
thing that powers everything in
your computer. You don’t need to
get anything fancy unless you’re
going high-end but I wouldn’t
recommend going cheap because
it’s likely to fail on you. I’d say about
$40-60 (8 to 10 percemt) should be
fine. Make sure you check your
reviews to get a solid one.
Operating System — The OS
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TUESDAYS
Wine & Apps

HALF
PRICE

Wine bottles starting at $9.
Apps priced at $4. Welcome
to Wine Club, every Tuesday.

SakiTumi’s Daily Specials:
2for1 Mondays
Half Price Wine Tuesdays
S&M Wednesdays
.50¢ Piece Night Thursdays
näÇÊiÀÛ>ÃÊ-ÌÊUÊ
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803-931-0700
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The Scene
@ USC

Inside the Box ◆ By Marlowe Leverette / The Daily Gamecock

A SKYLIT DRIVES, DANCE
GAVIN DANCE, ATTACK
ATTACK!, IN FEAR AND FAITH,
I SEE STARS
6 p.m., $14
New Brookland Tavern, 122
State St.

Whiteboard ◆ By Bobby Sutton / The Daily Gamecock

TODAY
A SKYLIT DRIVES, DANCE GAVIN DANCE,
ATTACK ATTACK!, IN FEAR AND FAITH, I SEE
STARS
6 p.m., $14
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

Spurned ◆ By Jarad Greene / The Daily Gamecock

DISPATCHES FROM WHERE YOU ARE
6 and 8 p.m., free
Nickelodeon Theatre, 937 Main St.

TOMORROW
MR. B’S GOODTIME KARAOKE EXPLOSION
8 p.m., free
Art Bar, 1211 Park St.
NBT’S NEW MUSIC NIGHT
6 p.m., $5
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.
THE CLASS
8 p.m., $6.50
Nickelodeon Theatre, 937 Main St.

VERSEWORKS OPEN MIC NIGHT
8:30 p.m., free
Art Bar, 1211 Park St.

HOROSCOPES

04/21/09

1234567890-=

Aries Slow and easy
does it. There’s no need to
panic. Make a commitment
to improve your income
now a nd it ’s l i k el y t o
happen.
T a u r u s Yo u r
friends have some excellent
ideas and they’re in a hurry
to act. Do the numbers
for them. they’re not very
good at that.
Gemini You have a
lot on your mind, which is
not a bad thing. You simply
need to take the time to
contemplate your options.
Don’t be intimidated into
choosing before you’ve
done that.
C a ncer Conf ide
in a person you trust and
you’ll get excellent advice.
You might also get a tip
on how to accomplish your
next goal.

L eo By t a k i ng on
more responsibilities, you
can gain a lot in status.
Can you also gain income?
Virgo With a little
coaching from a distant
friend, you’ll learn how to
do a seemingly impossible
t a s k . Yo u m i g ht e v e n
become a master, and a
coach for somebody else.
L i br a G et i nto a
job you’ve been avoiding
for one reason or another.
You’ll find it’s a lot more
i nterest i ng t ha n you
thought it would be.
Scorpio It’s time
to buckle down and study
for exams. While you may
have to trade in some good
times to hit the books, your
final grades will benefit.
S agi t ta r i us

Don’t plan too far in the
f ut ure. Leave room for

Live music tonight

with $1.00 BEER

spontaneity and fun. You
w ill be happy w it h t he
results when you release
your control.

If you are under 21, it is against the law to buy
alcoholic beverages. All ABC regulations enforced.

C a pr icor n

Spr i ng has spr u ng a nd
love is in the air. Begin
re-examining your
relationships with members
of the opposite sex. There
may be more there than
you thought. Or not.

Aqua r ius

Remember to really value
the relationships that you
have. Take time to have
coffee with a good friend
this week.
Pisces Avoid dairy
products this week. You
may have not iced t hat
things haven’t felt right
lately. It’s really important
to stay healthy at this time
of year.

Pizza • Wings • Beer

252-8646

DINE-IN
PICKUP
DELIVERY

2009 Devine Street • Five Points
Open: M-F 4 pm • Sat-Sun 11:30 am

Across
1 Aquanaut’s workplace
7 Arabic for “son of”
10 Software prototype
14 “1984” author
15 Teachers’ org.
16 Campground arrival,
briefly
17 Pleasure dome site of
verse
18 Most energetic
20 Cornucopia
22 Baba of fiction
25 Via
26 Hermit
29 Poivre partner
30 Let go
34 Supplement that some
claim eases arthritis

Prices starting at
$

549 per bedroom

at assembly station

apartment homes

10 days left!

803-400-1570

iaspyre.com

04/21/09

for 04/20/09

38 “Bali __”
39 Italian cheese

1 White __

40 Tender poultry

2 Pitching stat

42 Stereotypical pirate leg

3 Barley bristle

43 Texas governor before

4 Sister of Rachel

George W. Bush

5 Actor __ Ray of “Battle

47 Ont. or Que.

Cry”

49 Feedbag morsel

6 Book jacket promo

50 Former big name on

7 Running the country

“The View”

8 Hybrid meat

51 Snob

9 Dover diaper

55 Mag. employees

10 Boxers’ alternatives

56 1973 Erica Jong novel

11 Like 2 or 4, e.g.

61 Crooner Julio

12 Sample

62 What pupils do in the

13 Pseudo-sophisticated

dark

Solutions from 04/20/09

19 Gp. once headed by

products

Ben

66 Action hero’s garb, and

Arafat

35 From, in German

52 __ Angeles

what each first word in

21 Org. at 11 Wall St.

names

53 “Don’t mind __”

this puzzle’s four longest

22 Daisy Mae’s creator

36 Former transp.

54 Kind of wave or pool

answers is

23 Not as tight

regulator

56 Pay stub abbr.

67 Lunes, por ejemplo

24 Spectrum color

37 Cowardly Lion

57 Alaska’s first gov.

68 Squirrel’s stash

27 She, in Lisbon

portrayer

58 Brand for Fido

69 Prolific auth.?

28 Latvian capital

41 Kung __ chicken

59 Pleasant

70 Morsel

31 First words of the “Mr.

44 “You cheated!”

60 Get hold of, with “onto”

Ed” theme

45 Lays into

63 Altar in the sky

32 “__ Camera”

46 __-bitsy

64 Former Opry network

33 Bite-sized Hershey

48 “Pippin” Tony winner

65 Alpine curve

71 Grand Prix site
Down
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Downey Jr.’s versatility continues to reveal itself in ‘The Soloist’
Award-winning actor says
film about faith, friendship
Colin Covert
The Associated Press

In the past year, Robert
Downey Jr. earned a reputation
as one of Hollywood’s most
versat i le st a rs, play i ng
alcoholic, egocentric superhero
Tony Stark in “Iron Man” and
half-mad method actor Kirk
Lazarus in “Tropic Thunder.”
Now, in “The Soloist,”
open i ng Fr iday, Dow ney
portrays a real-life person:
Los Angeles Times columnist
Steve Lopez, who discovers
a homeless, schizophrenic
m u s i c a l p r o d i g y ( Ja m ie
Foxx) and begins an unlikely
friendship that changes both
men’s lives. Lopez, divorced
and cynical about emotional
relat ion sh ip s, lea r n s t he
value of simply showing up
consistently and trying.
It’s a point that Downey
has learned from personal
experience as he rebuilt a
career derailed by repeated
battles with substance abuse.
I n 1993 he was a n Oscar
nominee for “Chaplin,” a bigbudget biography of screen
legend Charlie Chaplin. From
1999 to 2000 he lived the role
of inmate No. P50522 at a
California prison. Since his

release, he has been one of
the hardest-working actors in
the industry, finally winning a
second Oscar nod this winter
for “Tropic Thunder.”
His personal and
professional rehabilitation
seemingly complete, Downey
has become a star that studios
build blockbusters around.
Whether the story calls for
comic-book heroics, overthe-top comedy or inspiring
drama, he demonstrates a
shape-shifter’s ability to get
beneath a character’s skin. His
reluctance to be pegged led
him to another offbeat role for
his following project, a period
English mystery in which he’ll
star as a two-fisted, macho
Sherlock Holmes.
We caught up w it h t he
ever-unpredictable actor last
week by phone at his home in
Los Angeles.
Q. Your dad was one of the
wildest maverick directors of
the 1960s indie movement,
the man behind satirical cult
classics like the advertising
agency farce “Putney Swope.”
W hat was it like growing
up arou nd t hat k i nd of
iconoclasm? How did that set
you on your course?
A. It’s everything, honestly.
I have “Putney Swope” on my
iPod. Sometimes I’ll watch it
and just go, “My God, what
crazy stock I’m from.” And

what a blessing, you know?
Q. I imagine it gave you a
pretty robust B.S. detector for
the business you graduated
into.
A. Yeah. And some of that
is a rou nd-t he-blockdom.
You know, this is my silver
anniversar y of doing t his
and it’s really starting to get
interesting.
Q. You have a real facility
for digg i ng i nside t he
characters you play. Are you a
Kirk Lazarus type of method
actor?
A . The f u n ny t h ing is,
I’m not. I’m kind of a bit of
a wavering quark in that way,
in that I don’t know that I’m
really a specialist in anything.
I know that I am for sure
a generalist and that I know
enough about a lot of different
things to kind of not spike
the meters on most people’s
B.S. meters most of the time.
A nd I’ve efforted long and
hard and very intuitively, and
oftentimes without appropriate
boundaries or mooring lines,
to be able to utilize that.
But there’s a sense now,
and some of it’s a function
of age — I’m 44 — some of
that’s just a function of having
been able to have so many
(fi lm) credits. I’ve worked so
many, many times on so many
different things with so many
different gifted people. It’s just

an osmosis thing. I’m just a
walking conglomeration of
hundreds of gifted people.
Q. In your new film you
and Foxx both play radically
isolated characters. In your
mind, who’s “The Soloist” of
the title?
A . Jo e [d i re c t or Jo e
Wright, whose last movie was
“Atonement”] would say he
first thought it was Jamie and
then realized it was me. We
would all say we thought the
film was about friendship and
about mental illness. But we all
now say the film is about faith.
That’s what makes things
interesting. I love the theme.
Q. T he f i l m i s f u l l of
reminders that homelessness
could happen to anybody.
Katrina could hit your town,
you could fall off your bike
and lose everything, you could
be laid off, and next thing
you could be living out of a
shopping cart.
A. Yeah, and hopefully once
that’s a foregone conclusion,
can we now have empathy?
In that scene with Steve and
his w ife [discussing life’s
unpredictability], I said, “I
think he should start talking
about the Northridge quake.”
Because the Northridge quake
was a Los Angeles event at the
time they had moved here,
and had all the promise in the
world of their marriage and
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LP’s and EP’s

“The Soloist”
“Obsessed”
“Fighting”
“Earth”
“The Garden”
“The Informers”

DVD
“Notorious”
“The Wrestler”
“Frost/Nixon”
“Unfaithful”

0903057

In Theaters

John Zorn — “Alhambra Love
Songs”
John Wiese — “Circle Snare”
The Insomniacs — “At Least I’m Not
With You”
Leonard Cohen — “New Skin for
the Old Ceremony” (Reissue)
Manchester Orchestra — “Mean
Everything to Nothing”
Rick Ross — “Deeper than Ross”

is nece ssa r y to r u n t he
computer. If you want to
be brave tr y a Linux OS
l ike U bu nt u or Li npus,
wh ich you c a n get f ree
online (t hey’ll send you
a CD). Believe it or not,
t he y do more t ha n you
think. But inevitably you’ll
probably g ive in and go
grab a copy of Windows.
Consider buying the OEM
version which is cheaper
and just doesn’t offer the
option of customer support.
Also, if you want to wait,
Windows will be coming
out with Windows 7 at the
end of the summer and it’s
looking like a significant
improvement over Vista. So

their careers and their futures
being forever entwined and
beaut if ul. A nd somet hing
quite different happened. In
fact, his only friend now is
somebody who is a stranger to
himself.
Q. And in the process, your
character discovers a hidden
spring of empathy in himself.
A. That sense of having
true empathy and compassion
is realizing not just “There
but for the grace of God go
I” but also, even with our
shortcomings and things that
are remiss and regrets, that
we all have the fortune to
operate in a fundamentally
sane realm. The idea of being
forever uncontained is such
a wrenching prospect, and
yet there are still ways we can
connect with each other, and
embrace.
Mel Gibson has a fantastic
phrase: “You gotta hug the
cactus.” I think that’s what
it is. Faith that there’s value
in hugging the cactus. It’s a
necessity. It’s unavoidable.
Q. In “Tropic Thunder”
you r c h a r ac ter work s i n
blackface and tells another
actor how to angle for an Oscar
by play ing a handicapped
character. So did you and
Jamie Foxx discuss either of
these subjects while you were
working on this film?
A. (Laughs.) That film is
maybe you can play around
with Ubuntu until then.
Other Items
Monitor — If you have
one from an old computer
that still works, save the
money and just use that.
If not, watch the deals on
Newegg and grab one for
about $150.
Network Card — Your
mot herboa rd w i l l come
wit h a modem for wired
connections but you’ll have
to grab a wireless card if
you need wireless. Expect
to spend around $40-60.
Keyboard / Mouse —
You’ll need these of course
but if you’ve got one around
don’t bother grabbing a new
one. If you don’t, the basics
are really cheap. Like $20

Chris Pizzello/ The Associated Press

Robert Downey Jr. stars with
Jamie Foxx in latest film.
so many shades of wrong, I
love it so much. It’s just so
horrifically subversive and
terrible. The greatest service
I can do to any of my other
peers of the realm, and my
greatest joy, is when one of
my contemporaries asks me
if I will leave their outgoing
message on their cell phone as
Lincoln Osiris.
It ’s f u n n y, y o u k n o w.
W hat 50 years ago would
have been considered either
good-ol’-boy entertainment
or horrific racism has become
razor’s-edge, self-deprecating
anti-Hollywood method actor
hullabaloo. It gives me so
much joy. It’s just the gift that
keeps on giving.
for both.
Sound Card — Unless
you’re an audiophile you
don’t need one. Almost all
motherboards come with
one already integrated.
Putting it all Together:
Ok, so now you have all
the parts spread out on your
desk and you’re ready to put
it all together. All you need
is a few basic screwdrivers
(your case should’ve come
with screws). Open up the
side of the case and let the
f u n b e g i n! Ever y t h i n g
you bought shou ld have
i nst r uc t ions for how to
install. Start by put t ing
in the motherboard (you
ju st sc rew it i nto place
through the preset holes,
using the studs provided so
that it floats away from the
back of the case) and then
follow with every piece in
whatever order you please.
Just be careful and cautious.
Keep a working computer
on hand in case you run
into any problems. If you’re
particularly nervous, fi nd a
friend who’s done it before
a nd h ave h i m help you
through it. I’m telling you
there’s nothing like hitting
t hat but ton a nd hav i ng
your very own, self-built
computer turn on!
Wa nt to t r y but need
help? I’ll be hanging around
US C t h i s s u m me r a nd
would be willing to help.
Email me at callj@mailbox.
sc.edu.

Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecockfeatures@sc.edu
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Crisp excels in final season at USC
Senior climbs up Carolina’s
all-time hits list, leads team
as campaign draws to close
Chris Cox

SPORTS EDITOR

The thoughts raced through his mind
day after day. Should he quit? Should he
stick it out? What if he gets hurt again?
The questions were clear as day, but the
answers remained murky.
It was a difficult period for South
Carolina utility player Andrew Crisp.
After all, the junior was getting ready
to have his most successful season in
a Gamecock uniform. Playing behind
veterans like Justin Smoak, Reese
Havens and James Darnell, Crisp was
certain to be the ‘X-factor’ that would
propel the Gamecocks to their first
College World Series since 2004.
But t hat goal didn’t pan out
because of a nagging back injury
that never allowed Crisp to return to
full form. The outfielder appeared in
only 48 games and
collected a mere 25
RBI.
“One of the most
vicious and brutal
things you can go
t hrough is a back
injury,” Crisp said.
“ M e nt a l l y, I w a s
down, there wasn’t
a d ay I d id n’t g o
t h rough pa i n a nd
suf fering — it was
brutal.”
Despite wanting to
finish his campaign
i n t he G a r net a nd
Black , t he t hought
of quitting certainly
crossed Crisp’s mind.
“It always does when
you have injuries and
your mental state is
down and you t hink
you’l l never get
better,” Crisp said.
“A f t e r s u r g e r y
my back st a r ted
hu r t ing again
and I thought I’d
hurt it again (if
I c o nt i nue d t o
play).”
But Crisp
stuck with it, and
after successf ul
back surger y in the
su m mer of 20 08,
South Carolina’s
most vetera n

Alan Tauber / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Senior third baseman Andrew Crisp hits
and fields in Sunday’s game against the
Auburn Tigers.

per for mer
is back on the diamond, having his
most successful season to date.
The senior is currently hitting
.337 with eight home runs and 30
RBI. In this past weekend’s series
against the Auburn Tigers, Crisp
stepped up huge for the Gamecocks,
hitting .384 with three runs scored
and four RBI.
“I’m probably just getting lucky,”
Crisp said of his recent streak.
“My philosophy is just
go up there and the
first good pitch I
see I’m going to
take a hack at
it.”
T h a t
philosophy
seems to
be paying
dividends for
Crisp, who
cont inues to
climb up the
USC all-time
hit list. In last
Friday night’s
game against
t he Aubu r n
Tigers, Crisp
sent a ringing
double to right
field, vaulting
him into
n i nt h-place
on t he alltime list with
232 c a r e e r
hits. Upon the
conclusion
Alan Tauber / THE DAILY GAMECOCK o f
t he
Drew Crisp stands in the on-deck circle awaiting his next at-bat in
Sunday’s game against Auburn. Crisp drove in two runs for Carolina.

baseball for the Minnesota Twins and was
certainly an important aspect of Crisp’s
decision to play baseball.
However, Crisp’s conf idant was his
twin brother Adam, who played alongside
Crisp for the Gamecocks from 2006-2008.
However, Adam left the team prior to this
season, leaving Drew as the lone Crisp
in the dugout for the fi rst time in a long
while.
“I tell people all the time, I’d take all the
things I’ve got and give him everything I
have just to see him out there playing again
with me and just see him get a chance to
play,” Crisp said of his brother.
But when looking at the numbers, the
loss of his brother doesn’t seem to have
affected Crisp’s performance. The onetime Freshman All-American has molded
himself into Carolina’s proven veteran,
leading at the plate, in the field and in the
dugout.
“It’s been awesome,” catcher Justin Dalles
said of having Crisp on the team. “Honestly,
I wasn’t here last year so I don’t really know
how it was, but he’s a big guy for us.”
“He’s an old hand and t hat’s how I
treat him,” Tanner said. “Sometimes it
irritates him because I say things to him
like I’m talking to a staffer. I have greater
expectations of him. Things will happen in
the game that have nothing to do with him,
and I transfer that responsibility to him to
make sure it doesn’t happen again.”
Tanner’s words are certainly high praise
for Crisp, as the 13-year head coach of
the Gamecocks has seen several highlyregarded players come and go through
Columbia that wound up playing in the
major leagues, including Orioles standout
Brian Roberts, Twins third baseman Brian
Buscher, and Athletics catcher Landon
Powell.
“He wants me to be a leader with the bat
and glove and to pick these guys up,” Crisp
said of Tanner. “They’re young, and I’ve
played a long time and I’ve been through
some situations where they’re just getting
used to and I tell them just take it one game
at a time, take it as slow as you can because
it’s going to go by fast.”
If South Carolina has dreams of making
its fi rst College World Series appearance
since 2004, Crisp will have to play a vital
factor in the remainder of the season. And
if there is any place that Crisp wants to end
his career, it’s in Omaha competing for a
national championship.
“You don’t understand, we’ve been so
close — a pitch here and there,” Crisp said.
“It’s been a long ride, I’d like to end up
there. We worked so hard to get here and I
think if we keep playing well the sky’s the
limit.”

Auburn series, Crisp needs only 10 more
to pass Gamecock legend Hank Small, who
sits in eighth place with 245 career base
knocks.
“I’m shocked. I never knew, never thought
I’d be in the situation that I’m in, it’s just a
blessing,” Crisp said of moving up the hit
list. “I look forward to every game coming
out here and playing with these guys. It’s
not about the hits, it’s about the wins, so if I
go 0-for and we win, then it’s a good day.”
“He’s had a good year for us,” USC
coach Ray Tanner said. “He’s been healthy,
he had a good at-bat tonight when he hit
the ball in the alley and got two runs for
us. I asked him to play another position for
us this year, and he’s done a tremendous
job. It’s been nice to keep him in there
everyday.”
Even though his recent performance
has him rewriting the coveted USC history
books, Crisp doesn’t fi nd himself keeping
track of his statistics.
“Actually the players have been doing
more of it than I have,” Crisp laughed. “I
have no idea, I didn’t have a clue that I got
the two-hundredth hit; I heard it over the
intercom. I just want to keep on getting
hits, keep going and see how far I can get.”
Many of Crisp’s accolades can be traced
back to his family, which seems to have
been a guiding force in his life. His father,
former Columbia City Police Chief Dean Comments on this story? E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.
Crisp, played two seasons of major league sc.edu

Gamecock Baseball
VS
What: USC (26-14) @ USC Upstate (10-27)
Where: Harley Park, Spartanburg, SC
When: Tonight, 6 PM
TV/Radio: 107.5 FM in Columbia
1400 AM in Spartanburgurg

CHECK US OUT! TWITTER.COM/TDG_SPORTS

Lake Murray Blvd (across from Zaxbys)
(803) 732 7880
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Place a Classified ad: p

803-777-3888

•

f 803-777-6482

•

www.dailygamecock.com
Major credit cards accepted

Line classified ad rates
First insertion: $2.50 per line
Subsequent: $1.50 per line

classifieds
E-mail:

•

Office hours: M-F

Roommates

Help Wanted

LOW interest rates + LOW home
prices
TIME TO BUY! Call me about the
NEW $8000 Federal First-Time
Home Buyer Tax Credit.
www.jmcmahan@russellandjeffcoat.com
Jim McMahan 608-3599

F/seeks/F Summer sublease 1BR w/
pvt./BA NOW-July $560 Garnet River
fully furn.Fees waived. 917-880-1983
colangel@mailbox.sc.edu

SUMMER WORK GREAT PAY

LADIES...KISS OF ROMANCE, INC.
A new adult lingerie/novelty co. Want to
add excitement & entertainment to a
girls night out. Call today and reserve a
party for you & your friends.
CALL TINA @ 565-1634
FREE FRIDAY night dinners for internatins & their families. For details, contact
IFM @ 799-3452 or info@ifmusa.org
INTERNATIONAL OPEN DANCE
TEAM AUDITIONS
VIctory Arena 275 Harbison Blvd. Home
of the ICA Allstar Program is holding the
15th Season Auditions Fri 4/24
5:30-7:30 Sunday 4/26 1-4pm Sat.
May 2, 10am-1pm. Our team goal is to
attend the 2010 World’s!
732-2494 or victoryarena.com
all skill level’s welcome!

Apartments
*ASPYRE*Downtown Living

Starting @ $549 per BR!
laspyre.com 803-400-1570
CORNELL ARMS APTS 799-1442
1230 PENDLETON ST Now accepting
applications for summer & fall semesters. Mention this ad and get Money off!!

Luxury Condos Convenient Location
Outstanding Amenities
Basic Utilities Included
866-202-0440
www.TheGatesatWB.com

New 3BR 2BA House in the Avenues
Cathedral ceilings fp appl incld CH&A.
2 y.o $925/mo + dep required.
For more info call 238-7399.
Timberlake Condo 2BR 2BA Harbison.
All appl. incld. Less than 1 mile from Columbiana Harbison Rec access. Tennis
courts gym & indoor pool. Excellent
school district. $795/mo + deposit.
Call 238-7399.
Room-4-Rent Spacious 4BR house Excellent cond. in Shandon. min. to USC.
$500/mo in Aug. Call 704-975-8500
Modern Rosewood Home Extral Cool
2BR 2BA w/office.Maple flrs. Stainless
appl. & counters $1,100/mo 513-9354
4BR 2BA 1700 sq ft 616 Laurel St. Walking distance to Vista. Perfect for 4 stds.
Available July 1st $1400. 422-5704.
303 King St. - 5BR 2BA recently updated in the heart of Shandon. Minutes
from 5PTS & USC. corner lot hd wd flrs
high ceilings covered porches all app.
incld w/d. $1995 Plenty of pkg.
Call Ray Covington 331-8833 .
VERY LG PRIVATE ROOMS FOR
RENT $290-$335 inclds all util. Walk/cycle to school. Very Clean! 463-5129
Indust. style Loft - Rosewood 2BR 2BA
2car garage $1700 1,800sf 513-9354

Immed FT/PT openings cust sales/svc.
will train conds apply..
All ages 17+ 772-4113
BARTENDING up to $250/day . No exp
nec, training prov’d 800-965-6520 X 253.
Busy Allergist office seeks bright, hardworking ethical students to work FT for
one year. We have both clinical and
business positions available. Excellent
opportunity for those interested in applying to medical and/or graduate schools.
We can provide hands on clinical experience. Only those with excellent academic records and references need
apply. Email resume with dates available
to begin work to
palmettoallergya@bellsouth.net

NEW PT POSITION
Insurance Brokerage firm located in Columbia is seeking a PT/Intern person to
assist in various capacities. The position
offers flexible hours to sum 25/30/hrs/wk
Includes an excellent working environment and a great training platform for up
and coming professionals. If interested,
please call Brittany at 936-1601.
Painters & Marketers Needed for
Summer in Columbia . Call 546-3262
Lifeguards Needed - Myrtle Beach
Now & summer! Good pay & conds with
lodging Call 843-340-9084
eastcoaste2002@yahoo.com
Thomas Cooper Library is now accepting applications for student employment.
Please apply at the Circulation Desk on
the main floor. Applications are also
available online: http://www.sc.edu/library/infrollover.html Work Study is preferred. Please contact Chad Price or
Tucker Taylor at 777-3145 if you have
questions.

Room for rent & 1-5BR Apts available
Greene St. rajaluri@ifmusa.org

TELEMARKETERS
NEEDED NOW!!

2BR 1.1/2 BA duplex new const. avail
1ST April $625/mo. Call Jeff 238-9185.

PT Hours. Must have excellent
speaking voice! Earn $200- $500/wk.

OLD SHANDON AREA
Cypress St. 2BR June 1st $595
Preston St. 2BR Aug 1st $695
Saluda Ave 2BR June 1st $815
Cypress St. 3BR Aug 1st $995
Preston St. 4BR Aug 1st $1395
S. Saluda Ave 4BR May 15th $1595

CALL 318--0729
Apartments & Homes Near USC
Hawkins Properties 799-0804

Housing-Sale
LUXURY DOWNTOWN CONDOS
From $102,500 518-2189
www.elmwoodplacecolumbia.com

Additional options

Noon, 1 business day prior to publication

Announcements

Housing-Rent

Two-line minimum
Lines average 30 characters in length

DEADLINE

sholmes@mailbox.sc.edu

THE GATES @ WILLIAMS-BRICE

Additional Info

Free cell phone!
Call 269-1709
PT OFFICE ASSISTANT
SCRA is looking for a PT Office Assistant to provide support to the SC EPSCoR/IDeA State Office team members
and assist in daily office administration
operations. This position will be responsible for providing support to team members including typing filing data entry and
answering phones. Must be a FT student
proficient in the MS Office Suite products, Internet browsers and website deo apply for
velopment applications. To
this position, please visit our website
www.scra.org. EOE

Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available for an additional cost

8:30 am - 5 pm • Russell House, Rm. 343

Help Wanted
Child Care

Help Wanted
Summer Camps

Nanny wanted for 9 mo. old NE Cola.
Be caring exp and reliable. Pay nego.
553-3522 lovesmile141@yahoo.com

PLAY SPORTS! HAVE FUN! SAVE $$
Maine Camp needs fun loving counselors to teach. All land, adventure & water
Call
sports.
Great
summer!
888-844-8080, apply: campcedar.com

Help Wanted
Afterschool
Programs
Afternoon teaching positions available
immediately at Chesterbrook Academy,
a preschool in NE Cola...only 15 min
from USC. A unique opportunity exists
for those students who love working with
children of all ages. Positions are available M-F afternoon, hours vary. For
more info call 699-9988

Help Wanted
Restaurants
Wait Staff Needed - Lunchtime availability (10-3) . Apply in peson. Groucho’s
Deli 5 PTS. 611 Harden Street.
Harper’s Restaurants - Now hiring line
cooks. Excellent work environment and
competitive pay. Please apply in person M-F between 2 & 4 at Harper’s in
5PTS 700 Harden Street.

Services
PREGNANT, NEED HELP? FREE
pregnancy test Call Birthright
765-0165
WHY TAKE IT HOME? Store With Us
Summer Special! Call for Details
Advantage Self Storage 695-9991

Tutoring
Services
Need tutoring in Spanish? 25 years
of teaching all ages. 926-3126

